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MOLDING THE FUTURE
The Story of Gael Force

Gael Force is a non-profit organization based out of Clinton
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Massachusetts. The team consists of students of Clinton High
School, FIRST mentors and engineers from Nypro, the
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community, and beyond the Clinton community. The mission of
Gael Force is: To create a hands-on positive learning
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experience through science and technology for the youth of
the Clinton Public School System.
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In order to create a positive hands-on learning experience
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through science and technology for the youth of the Clinton
High School system we build a competition robot during a six-
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week build season to complete a specific game challenge
each year. Each year, March through April, we compete at
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district events as well as at the championship competition.
After the official FIRST season is over the team also competes
at off season competitions and further develops team
resources (i.e. programming, prototyping, fundraising, and
community outreach).
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SPEAKER SATURDAY- TIM BAIRD
Melina, Student on Gael Force
Yesterday, the FIRST Robotics team had a special speaker, Tim Baird,
who is not only an engineer but he has written 2 books and is working
on his 3rd. He says that working with robots all day gets tiring, so he
decided to mix it up and started writing a story for his son. When his
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son grows up, he intends on giving them to him. As he started writing,
he went past the limit of words he originally wanted, so he made it into
a story. After that it started to get too long, he stopped writing, and
then started writing his second book. He found out how to self publish
and now his books are on Amazon.
Team members were encouraged to ask Tim as many questions as
they wanted. Tim was a very shy kid he only had a few friends and
FIRST is what made him into the person he is today, especially with
the advice from mentors who offered kind words about his future.
Tim said that he won many medals and awards. He had always
thought that winning was everything and he was very proud of the
awards he won, however, Tim stated that in reality, those medals
didn't mean a lot to him and they shouldn’t be his biggest
achievement; he should keep striving to do better so that the past
wasn’t the best event in his life.

'INSPIRING STUDENTS TO
THINK CRITICALLY,
EXPERIMENT OPENLY,
ACHIEVE GOALS, AND FIND
THEIR PASSIONS. WE
STRIVE TO DRIVE CHANGE
BY GETTING INVOLVED.”
- Jorge Martinez Sr., Lead Mentor

Tim said that he applied to a few schools, one specifically was WPI.
He had received a full 4 year scholarship. He also mentioned advice
that triggered surprised reactions from some of the students, 'there are
FIRST scholarships for ‘non-robotic’ reasons,' from colleges that want
multi-talented students.
Tim's words were very inspiring, his words will certainly impact the
next generation of students.

THE WOODIE FLOWERS AWARD
Sophia, Student on Gael Force
The Woodie Flowers Award is given to a mentor who is selected by a student-led process.
The mentor is chosen due to the accomplishments that they’ve achieved; being able to
communicate, share their creativity with the team, and inspire everyone to work their
hardest even when times are tough. These are the people who are seen as natural
leaders, someone who new students on the team can look up to and go to for guidance.
Someone who will motivate the team to continue on through the season. Every team can
agree that there are going to be some tough times when it comes to planning, building,
and strategizing, but there will always be one mentor there that will teach students how to
do better, be better, and better others.

STEAM 4 GIRLS VISITS FIRST ROBOTICS
Melina, Student on Gael Force
On January 29th, the FIRST Robotics team met with the STEAM 4 Girls club from Clinton
Middle School. The high school students (from Team 126) explained what exactly FIRST
Robotics is and what people can achieve on the team. The STEAM girls learned how the
CNC router works, and what it stands for, Computer Numerically Controlled. The STEAM
4 Girls learned about the theme for the game this year, Deep space. It was really easy to
talk to the girls, and the high school students did a good job talking to the girls about a
variety of topics. Overall, the girls seemed to enjoy the experience and they enjoyed
learning about what the high school has to offer.

WEEK 3 PROGRESS
Kyle, Student on Gael Force
With the season ramping up, the sound of drills and
saws can be heard throughout the halls of CHS. The
programming team has been huddled around the
team’s informal leader, Keith Meifert’s, laptop. Every
now and then you can hear laughter erupting from
their little nook in the room as their “spaghetti code” is
somehow able to send the robot flying across the
hallway. The hordes of students in the mechanical
team can be seen bent over a table in the Technology
Room 110, hex sets and deburring tools are passed
around the students, all students focusing on the
construction of the drive base. The veteran members
can be seen mentoring the newbies, showing them the
ins-and-outs of being a part of the mechanical team.
With the ups however, must come the lows. The
programming team was excited to finally have their
hands on something they can dismantle with their
code, but when instructions are not followed to the T,
discrepancies can occur and from that big problems
arise. Working on the electrical board and mounted
transmission, the students learned that a bearing was
loose, which led to moving parts, that were not meant
to be moving parts. And with that, the team goes back
to the lab to fix it. On the more digital side of the the
engineering design process, the design team can be
scattered throughout the lab, moving towards
integrating their separate ideas into one final product.
Using the cloud based CAD software, OnShape, the
students are allowed to create machines that
(sometimes) work in practice. Some of the main tasks
they are tackling include the intake system and the
drive base (which almost all teams seem to want to
get their hands on). They also attempt to get their
concepts industrialized, and ready to move on to
manufacturing. Being a part of one of the subteams
may make it seem like that is the main focus, but in
reality, all different parts of the team work alongside
each other to accomplish one single goal, to create an
awesome robot.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

MENTOR SPOTLIGHT

Q: How many years have you been in FIRST
Robotics?
A: This is my fourth year in FIRST
Q: How did you hear of FIRST Robotics?
A: I think it was my math and engineering teacher that
said that I would be interested in it and look into it and
also my brother was in it so he kept going on trips and
I just heard about it in the background
Q: If you could describe Team 126 in three words,
what would they be?
A: Adaptable, motivated, and productive
Q: What career did you want to pursue before
being in FIRST and how did being on the team
change it if it did?
A: I wanted to do something with space before FIRST
and then with FIRST I narrowed it down to wanting to
be an aerospace engineer due to my passion for
creation being combined with my love for space
Q: Do you think that being a part of FIRST is
underrated to students?
A: Probably not to those who are inside of FIRST but
those who are looking at it from the outside might think
“Oh, what’s the point of it” and “What can I get out of
this” but as soon as you step into the program you
find out what you can obtain from it.
Q: What would you like to say to people who might
be interested in joining FIRST
A: There’s nothing wrong with trying it, there’s nothing
wrong with leaving it either. It’s just that you should go
and see what it’s like.
Q: Who inspires you to work your hardest?
A: Probably my friends and mentors, more specifically
Jorge Martinez Jr. He expects a lot from me and
believes that I can accomplish a lot with what I have
and he shows me that in the face of failure we just
have to push forward

Q: How long have you been a mentor for team
126?
A: This is my second year being a mentor
Q: In your opinion, what is the best part of being
on this team?
A: Seeing the camaraderie of the students on the
team. I’ve seen it in the locker room in sports team but
in sports teams, you're focused on the sport but on
FIRST it’s completely different. The whole time we’re
working as a team
Q: If you could describe Team 126 in three words,
what would they be?
A: Competitive, friendly, and teamwork
Q: Do you think that being a part of FIRST is
underrated
A: Other than the students that are on the team, yes it
is underrated. I don’t think enough students know
about the program and that's why I’m glad we’re
working in the high school this year because we’ve
seen a growth in our team by 25%. While we travel I’d
like to tell my subs about the competition so they can
take some time out of the lesson and show the
competition live stream
Q: Is there anything that you’d like to say to
students who would be interested in joing a FIRST
team?
A: With football, or any other sports team, you’re going
to have to need that athletic skill but when it comes to
FIRST, anybody can join the team because there is so
many aspects to this team. There’s hardcore
programming, design, mechanical, building, to out
right video and audio. There is nobody who can’t do a
job on FIRST Robotics.

Smeet Patel

Keith Pupecki

SPONSORSHIP

KEEP AND EYE OUT FOR:

Without the help of sponsors, the

Our Schedule:

twenty-eight year legacy would not

Monday, Wednesday, Friday

have been possible given the team

5:00PM-8:00PM

is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.

Tuesday, Thursday

We are completely funded by

2:30PM-8:00PM

fundraising and community

Weekends

sponsors; without the help of local

9:00AM- 1:00PM

businesses and donations, the

CHS, Technology Wing

Clinton community would not have a
robotics team as it is costly to build

Saturday Speaker:

a robot, travel to competitions, pay

Saturday, February 2, 2019

entry fees to compete, and much

12:00pm, noon

more. We need your help to support

CHS Library

this hands-on STEM education in
the Clinton community!
The 2019 March Calendar Raffle

Visit our website:

will be debuting next week!

Team126.org/sponsors to learn
about how you can help Team 126!

2019 Events
New England District Events:

FIRST Championship:

Southern NH -Week 3: March 16 & 17, 2019
Bedford, NH

Detroit -Week 9: April 24-28, 2019
Detroit, MI

Central MA- Week 5: March 30 & 31, 2019
Shrewsbury, MA

THANK YOU 2019 SPONSORS
Platinum

Gold

Silver

Bronze
Jim Hastings

Daisy Bug Daycare

Kevin Carrigan

dtm Associates

Empire Equipment Sales

Hair Matters

The Naughton Committee

J. Bates & Son, LLC

Clinton Lodge of Elks #1306

Looking Glass

Evolution Properties

The Alzapeidi Family

J.R. Grady & Sons, Inc.

Thomas & Sandra O'Connell

James & Joan Underdown

Tom Haemer and Family

Linda Mc'Geehan

Leominster Credit Union

Spruce Street Tavern

Thurston House

Whitney Brothers Oil

Clinton Board of Selectmen

Charles M. Moran Plumbing & Heating

Thank You For Reading!
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