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WHAT'S INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

MOLDING THE FUTURE
Gael Force is a non-profit organization based out of Clinton 
Massachusetts. The team consists of students of Clinton High 
School, FIRST mentors and engineers from Nypro, the 
community, and beyond the Clinton community. The mission of 
Gael Force is: To create a hands-on positive learning 
experience through science and technology for the youth of 
the Clinton Public School System. 
 

In order to create a positive hands-on learning experience 
through science and technology for the youth of the Clinton 
High School system we build a competition robot during a six-
week build season to complete a specific game challenge 
each year. Each year, March through April, we compete at 
district events as well as at the championship competition. 
After the official FIRST season is over the team also competes 
at off season competitions and further develops team 
resources (i.e. programming, prototyping, fundraising, and 
community outreach).

The Story of Gael Force



WHERE TO FIND US:
Email

FRCTeam126@gmail.com 
Website

Team126.org
Facebook

FIRST Robotics Team 126 - Gael Force
Twitter

@FRCTeam126
Instagram

FRCTeam126
Snapchat

GaelForce126

'INSPIRING STUDENTS TO 
THINK CRITICALLY, 
EXPERIMENT OPENLY, 
ACHIEVE GOALS, AND FIND 
THEIR PASSIONS. WE 
STRIVE TO DRIVE CHANGE 
BY GETTING INVOLVED.”

- Jorge Martinez Sr., Lead Mentor

As usual, the competition 
places two alliances 
composed of three teams 
each against each other in an 
all out battle of science and 
technology. This year brings 
much of the common qualities 
of FIRST, but now in space! 
Teams compete against each 
other to secure cargo in 
rockets and cargo ships 
across the field, all while trying 
to overcome unique 
engineering obstacles in the 
newest FIRST challenge: 
Deep Space. 
A stark difference opens up 
FIRST matches this year, 
with autonomous being 
replaced with the all new 
“sandstorm.” A black 
curtain is brought down in 
front of the driver stations 
to prevent the teams from 
seeing the field, and must 
rely on either a traditional 
pre-programmed 
autonomous mode or new 
vision system to operate. 
Afterward, the Sandstorm 
curtain is lifted and the 
2:15 teleop begins. 

FIRST LAUNCH 2019
During the teleop period, 
robots are tasked with 
transporting “hatch panels” 
and cargo to both Rockets 
and Cargo Ships to gain 
points and potentially 
ranking points to advance 
their place in the rankings. 
The alliances must place as 
many hatch panels and 
cargo in their rockets/cargo 
ships as possible before 
time runs out. By the end of 
the match, if a team’s robot 
is able to climb to one of 
three raised platforms in 
their “HAB Zone” at the end 
of the field, this can 
potentially earn them extra 
ranking points before the 
next sandstorm arrives.

Molly, Smeet, Olivia, and Jacob, Students on Gael Force
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Photos taken by Gael Force

After a thrilling reveal of this year’s FRC challenge, Destination: Deep Space, Gael Force came together 
this past Sunday to analyze the game and determine what it will take to win. The objective of the 
meeting was straightforward, though proved to be quite complex; as a team, we worked to answer key 
strategic questions: In order to win, what should the robot be able to do during the sandstorm period, the 
teleop period, and the endgame? In the meeting, there were no wrong answers, and after taking 
everyone’s ideas we then condensed them down to one general goal for each of the three key questions. 
This left us with three essential goals we aim to accomplish during this season’s game, which will guide 
student’s in building cardboard mock-ups to present their ideas for the robot. Each student will 
demonstrate his or her mock-up to the team; with the numerous design ideas that will be presented the 
team will be able to merge and expand on ideas when creating this year’s 2019 robot.

STRATEGIZE TO WIN
Molly, Student on Gael Force

With a new objective in mind, students have begun 
to create mockups for this year’s robot. With a 
record breaking number of students signed up, the 
flow of ideas has not ceased. All around the school, 
the kids are hard at work, diagrams sprawled over 
desks with hot glue, cardboard, and tape flying 
everywhere. The digital media lab is bustling with 
activity, acting as a central hub to all the commotion 
surrounding it. Students implement knowledge from 
previous workshops on OnShape and with the help 
of CAD are free to explore endless possibilities and 
bring them to life. Programmers can be seen 
throughout the halls, testing their code on last 
year’s bot finding solutions to challenges and bugs 
that are commonplace with every new season. No 
mind is idle, and no hand is empty. The whole team 
is working to finalize their ideas and make them a 
reality. A presentation will be held on Saturday, 
January 12th, at 9:00AM in the Clinton High School 
auditorium where students will be able to 
demonstrate their mock-ups to the rest of the team 
and have the opportunity to combine and expand 
upon one another’s designs.

WEEK 1: MOCK-UPS
Kyle, Student on Gael Force



Annual traditions were in full 
swing this holiday season, and 
Gael Force proved that 
spreading cheer was as easy 
as helping someone pick out a 
Christmas tree. Yes, it was that 
time of year again in late 2018, 
when the truck bed of 
230+ pines were brought to the 
Clinton Parks & Recreation 
parking lot, along with several 
eager and spry (perhaps tired 
and cold?) Gael Force 
students. With the support of 
the Lion's Club, trees ranging 
from 3 feet tall to nearly 8 feet 
tall were unwrapped and 
displayed in the once-barren 
lot. Decked with colorful lights, 
festive music, and fun signage, 
the Christmas Tree Fundraiser 
had begun! 

LIONS AND GAELS JOIN FORCES
Charles, Student on Gael Force

Gael Force teammates worked in 
shifts with mentors on weekends 
and weekdays to match families 
and individuals with their perfect 
tree. By the week before 
Christmas, Team 126 had been 
merrily successful in selling all of 
the trees on the lot (saving a few 
for their own families as well). After 
another season of giving and 
receiving, Gael Force wants to 
thank the Lion's Club, the Clinton 
Parks & Rec. Department, and the 
entire community that brought their 
families out to meet our pioneers of 
tomorrow and support Clinton 
STEM initiatives.

Photo from ClintonLionsClub.org
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Week 1 and 2 Schedule:
Mock-Ups and Prototypes
Weekdays 2:30PM-8:00PM
Weekends 9:00AM- 1:00PM
CHS, Technology Wing
 
Mock-Up Presentations:
Saturday, January 12, 2019
9:00AM
CHS Auditorium
 
 
 

KEEP AND EYE OUT FOR:

Thank You For Reading!
Next Issue: January 16, 2019

2019 Events
New England District Events:
 
Southern NH -Week 3: March 16 & 17, 2019
Bedford, NH
 
Central MA- Week 5: March 30 & 31, 2019
Shrewsbury, MA

FIRST Championship:
 
Detroit -Week 9: April 24-28, 2019
Detroit, MI

Fundraising is an important part of our 
team and every member does their part to 
contribute. This year we are continuing to 
sell raffle tickets for $2 each for the 
chance to win either a 55” Samsung 
Smart HDTV (1st prize) or a 50” Samsung 
Smart HDTV (2nd prize). If you are 
interested in entering the raffle, please 
see any Gael Force team member to 
purchase a ticket. The drawing will be on 
January 26, and all proceeds will directly 
benefit the CHS Robotics team.
 
If you would like to support a Gael Force 
student but don't know how, contact us 
at FRCTeam126@gmail.com

FUNDRAISING
Molly, Student on Gael Force


